“Growing Friends in Christ
to Connect Community
and Church Through
Faith”

January, 2011

Holy Happenings

First United Methodist
Church of Heath

Dear First United Methodist Church of Heath,

I have waited till the last minute to write this letter be-
cause I had no clue how I was going to put into words how much
this church means to me. After coming to the conclusion that
this task would be impossible, I have decided to give it a shot
and hope for the best.

I want to start by saying thank you. Thank you to this
congregation for loving and supporting me. Thank you for allow-
ing me to work with the youth and to shape this program. When I
have needed volunteers someone has always stepped up to the
task. Our youth are so blessed to have a church family like the
one here. Parents, thank you for being willing to help out in any
way you could. Whether it was bringing dinner, going on mission
trips, helping with programming, or just making sure your youth
were here each week has helped to build this program and make
it successiul. Prayer Partners, you guys are the unsung heroes of
our program. Our youth have been blessed to have you praying
for them. Whether you realize it or not you are making an impact
on our youth’s lives. Thank you for taking the time to show our
youth you care. To our Sunday night volunteers, Patrick Melton
and David Pless, thank you for taking time from your schedule to
teach and nurture our youth every Sunday. Your hard work and
dedication to our youth mean so much to all of us and we are so
blessed to have you helping our program. Thank you to Weldon
Davis for teaching our Jr. High Sunday School Class every Sun-
day. This is no easy task, but he does a great job every week. I
also want to thank Amy Lacson who makes sure we have dinner
every Sunday night. We all really like her because we all love to
eat. Last, but certainly not least, are our youth. You guys and
girls have blessed me each and every week. I hope you have
learned as much from me as I have from you all. This church is
so blessed to have young men and women like you and it gives
me hope for our future. I am so thankful not to be a teenager any-
more but I am so grateful to have had teenagers like you in my
life.

I hate goodbyes, because they always make me cry, but I
want to leave knowing that you all know I am so grateful to have
called this church home for the past two and a half years. I have
felt your love everyday and could not have felt it more than when
my apartment was broken into. I hate to leave but I know that
God is calling me to a new journey in my life. I leave knowing I
have a new family and that can never be replaced.

Thank you again for everything. I love you all!
God Bless!
Liz
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Wel | ités time to share our thanksgivings for a b
the New Year. It is always a Ilittle weird speaking
chur ch, because, according to the Christian calendar
Sunday after Thanksgiving this year!). But for the r
Year .o It is about this time that people are reviewi

completed and considering all the things they plan to accomplish in the upcoming year. Of course, what car-
ries us into the future is that which has already been accomplished: The birth, death and resurrection of Je-
sus Christ so all of Godoés children are reconciled w

Having said all thateéwhat is it | am |l ooking forwa
year: The community and connections made among us all here at FUMC of Heath, connections with all of our
partners in ministry throughout the larger community of Rockwall and Heath and connections with all of our
partners in ministry through our United Methodist Church. We are all connected in so many ways and
through God we are all gifted to work together for an amazing future together.

The turn of another year signals the passage of time and reminds us that we live within the time/space con-

tinuum set by God. Three thousand years ago, King David understood the boundaries of life on earth when
he said in Psalm 139:16, A/l the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to

be. Nobody possesses an unlimited account in the bank of time. Since everyone has a finite amount of time
to spend, on what should we focus our time?

Allow me to share with you a spiritual check list of what you could do to make 2011 a spiritually blessed
year . Many people |l ook forward to the New Year for
break out of the norm and take a new step forward.

1. Maintain a regular prayer time each and every day.

2. Read through the entire Bible in 2011.

3. Make practical plans to show the love of Christ to your neighbor.

4. Release someone who hurt you from their wrongdoing and tell them.

5. Forgive yourself and dondét turn back for anoth
6. Choose to be thankful in every circumstance.

7. Take arisk and learn something new.

8. Commit to attend worship each week with renewed praise in your heatrt.

9. Keep ajournal.

10. Invite/bring someone new to church with you each week and experience worship through their eyes.

ltds been said that an optimist stays up until mi dn
make sure the old year goes away. However, let us be filled with hope because we know the secret of Ro-

mans 8:28: /n all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to

his purpose

May the Lord Bless You and Keep You in 2011!

Peace in Christ,
Scott
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We are looking for an adult volunteer to take over the youth dinner
list. You would be responsible for finding people to bring dinner on
Sunday nights and sending out an email reminder to the family
bringing dinner. Please contact Pastor Scott or the church office if
you are interested.

M REMINDERMN

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the Mid-Winter Retreat
to Bridgeport Friday, Feb 4™~ Sunday, Feb. 6™. The cost is $90
and there are scholarships available. Please register ASAP be-
cause the camps fill up quick and after January 3™ the price in-
creases to $110. If you need more information please feel free to
contact me.




HALS, Gifhering

(Heath Area Terific Seniors)

Birthday Bash
January 5th
1:00 p.m.

Upcoming for

February...Valentin
Tea and Program

February 2, 1:00 p.
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Sherry Prikryl
Mary Carter
Madison Rask

MENS GROUP

United Methodist Men
(UMM) will meet at
8:00 a.m. on January 8
here at the church. Any
guestions, please see Jim
Gerritsen or Brett
Thames.
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Prajers in e Parlor

%@]/'S May we pray for your need. .. Wonini
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. 1 Peter 12a
Prayers in the Parlor is an intercessory prayer group that meets weekly on Wednesday morn-
ings at 11:30 here at the church.
When someone places a prayer request in the offering plate, that request is given to the
group, and lovingly, in strictest confidentiality, the group joins their prayers to the silent
prayers of your heart. Prayers continue for each request for one full month. Each time a re-
guest i s resubmitted, the prayer groupis

There are some times when our prayer concerns are too close to the heart, too private and

personal, to be expressed in the worship service. It is reassuring to know that someone is

praying for us, respecting our need for confidentiality, and boldly approaching the Throne of
Grace on our behalf.

Prayers in the Parlor is grateful to you when you allow us the privilege of praying for you.

West Africa in June 2011. If you would like
go, please let Richard know. If you would li4
to help with the expenses of the trip, you ¢
make your donation to FUMC Heath, mem
line Richard Ghana Mission Trip.

Thanks for your support.

Richard Lopez

Richard Lopez is planning a trip to Ghan]a,
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“‘Are you sure you don't want
to have a big finish?”




The United Methodist Women
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will meet on the 3rd Thursday

of each month at 7:00, at Palios
Pizza in Rockwall. Come join us!!

January 20 - A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
February 17 - Little Bee by Chris Cleave
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- The Chancel Choir rehearses
Each Wednesday from 7:00 to 8.30,
Child Care is provided.
FUMC Choir Practice resumes January
Emall Isiak at Isiak@fumcheath.org fo

music Information.

Emmaus Walk Information for

Spring 2011
Walk to Men’s Walk at Mount
Emmaqs. Lebanon—
February 24th-27
Women’s Walk at Sabine Creek—
April 7-10

Guys Chrysalis Flight at Creekwood UMC I Al-
len—dJanuary 15-17

A DVD describing the Walk to Emmaus is available in the church office or
from Pat Downing or Judy Holder. Anyone considering a walk will find
viewing this DVD most helpful




Plan for a Busy Day...
January 30, 2011!

5th sunday
One dervice af 11:00
sunday School for all ages at 9:45
Potluck following service

Afiter the potluck,
plan on staying to help make
Emmaus Agape.

Civil dervant Day!
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David’s Psalm of Praise to God

When we welcome the New Year, let’s not forget to praise God!
In the Bible, David praised God often in his psalms.

Follow the path to read David’s Psalm of Praise.

In the Bible, God speaks often about hght
and darkness. He gives us much i 1nstruct1on
about which path we should choose.

From darkness h

1. Good Righteousness

2. Death Children

3.Go Life Match the opposites and then write
4. Evil Come the word in the right-hand column in

5. Adults Bad the correct blanks to finish each verse.

“When your eyes are good, your whole body also is full of light. But when

theyare ___ _ ,your body also is full of darkness.” Luke 11:34, NIV

()
“l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the lightof ____ _ _ .” John 8:12, NIV

@)

©)
“I'have __ __ _ _ intothe world as a light, so that no one who believes in
me should stay in darkness.” John 12:46, NIV

4

“For what do and wickedness

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”
2 Corinthians 6:14, NIV

“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
of light.” Ephesians 5:8, NIV
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Holy Happenings is the monthly newsletter
of the First United Methodist Church of

Heath. First United Methodist Church
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9:45 a.m.8 Sunday School for all ages Heath, Texas 75032
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We welcome you to worship with us and to
experience the joy of having fellowship with
other people who believe in the love of
God and the teachings of Christ.
140 Smirl Drive
(Mailing Address 201 Laurence Drive, PMB
415)
Heath, Texas 75032
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Web Site address: www.fumcheath.org
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As we make our resolutions for the year ahead, let us go for-

ward with great hope that all things can be possible

Your help and guidance."
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