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First United Methodist Church of Heath Family, 

As I write this article for our September Newsletter, I am thankful that the high temperature today will be 95 

degrees. After a long line of 100 plus degree days in August, it is a relief to see the first signs of a change of 

season before us. As the daily high temps are starting to come into range for comfortable outdoor activities 

again, I find myself looking forward to events in the out of doors. For the final week in September over the 

past 10 years, Pam and I have looked most eagerly to the start of the State Fair of Texas! Every year I am 

amazed by the variety of new health conscious food items to be offered at the fair. Over the last few years, 

these new items have been award winning fair foods: Fried Ice Cream, Fried PB, Jelly and Banana Sandwich, 

Fried Coke, Fried Praline Perfection, Deep Fried Latte, Texas Fried Cookie Dough, Fried Banana Split, 

Chicken Fried Bacon, Deep Fried Butter and Deep Fried Peaches & Cream.  This year, deep fired Frito Pie is 

just one of the new dishes.   I sense a themeéfried! 

However, this year, the State Fair is taking a back seat on the last weekend of September. Praise in the Park is 

on the way! On Sunday, September 26, our congregation will meet outdoors around the pavilion at Town Cen-

ter Park in downtown Heath. Every so often, the church needs to be physically reminded of the community 

around us and the community needs to be reminded of us. Youôll be hearing a lot about Praise in the Park and 

I hope you will participate as well as start praying right now for the blessing of this outreach and mission into 

our village. 

Even though most of Jesusô preaching was outdoors, it has been a while since this was the normal means in 

which the church gathers. First, Christians gathered in homes and then built special buildings for gathering 

called churches. However, weôve always gone back outside from time to time to engage the world. Early in 

American Methodism, tent revivals were a powerful source of renewal and church growth. Today, weôre more 

inclined to go outside in mission work and Church Block Parties. Praise in the Park is what I hope will be a 

combination of the above; A gathering of many on our ñblockò to reconnect and to worship together. 

The Methodist tradition of open air worship goes all the way back to John Wesley shortly after his ñheart 

strangely warmedò moment in 1738. Wesley had heard about George Whitefieldôs ófield preaching,ô which 

had been modeled on Howell Harrisô approach in Wales. There was no guarantee that Wesley would agree 

with it or participate in it and, being more inclined to formality, he was at first reluctant. Wesley wrote about 

his Bristol visit in his journal. Wesley was reluctant at first. 

óSaturday, 31. In the evening I reached Bristol and met Mr. Whitefield there. óI could scarcely recon-

cile myself at first to this strange way of preaching in the fields, of which he set me an example on 

Sunday; óI had been all my life (till very lately) so tenacious of every point relating to decency and or-

der that I should have thought the saving of souls almost a sin if it had not been done in a church.ô 

óApril 1.ðIn the evening (Mr. Whitefield being gone) I began expounding our Lordôs Sermon on the 

Mount (one pretty remarkable precedent of field-preaching, though I suppose there were churches at 

that time also), to a little society which was accustomed to meet once or twice a week in Nicholas 

Street. 

Wesley went on to preach regularly outdoors and on street corners to thousands and thousands of souls, help-

ing in the converting of many to Christ. 

See you at Church on Sunday and at Praise in the Park on September 26th! 

Peace, 

Pastor Scott 



 

2¹Gene Lindop            16¹Charlie Roach    

       Rodney Robertson                     Kathy Nolan  

5¹Guyrene Randles            17¹ Mac Burriss  

        Stephen Solomon         18¹Christy Nelson   

        Carole Pardue    

7¹Vic Green    22¹Denise Brown  

8¹Dennis Conder              Stan Whisenant  

9¹Martha Pinson   24¹Barbara Blackstone  

10¹Jim Metcalf    Jordyn Brown  

11¹Kennedy Jacobson                     Marilyn Taylor  

12¹Phyllip Phillips           25¹Ashley Fisher   

       Alvin Wingo, Jr.            27¹Doug Jacobson   

13¹Brooks Nolan            29¹Jeremy Salvato  

14¹Laura Maddox            30¹Daniel Fisher  

 

September 5th ñTerry and Cindy Allen  

September 6th ñDustin and Amanda Lindop  

September 16th ñChuck and Bev Dale  

September 17th ñAl and Lynne Wall  

September 21st ñdoug and Ellyn Jacobson  

September 25th ñfrank and Suzanne duvall  

September 26th ñdon and Martha pinson  

September 30th ñmike and margo rask  


